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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlinino and deleted text with otr i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND the claims in accordance with the following: 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An image data processing apparatus comprising: 

a first apparatus which e nt e rs, from an i mag o on a m e d i um, takes an image data of an 
image on a medium w i th e mb e dd e d st e gano data that cannot b e r e cogniz e d visua ll y, the f i rst 
apparatus s e nding and sends t he e nt e r e d image data to th e outs i d e a second apparatus with 
destination information of a destination apparatus that receives a result of data processing to the 
image data taken: and r e c e iv i ng a r e sult of procossing from th e outs i d e and ho l d i ng th e sam e , 
sa i d first apparatus hav i ng a l ow proc e ss i ng capability for proc e ss i ng stogano data; and 

athe second apparatus which receives said image data and d e st i nat i on sender 
information from said first apparatus, effects data processing on tt^e -said image data received 
from th e first apparatus t o acquire an embedded stegano data that cannot be recognized 
visually , the second apparatus sending the acquired stegano data as a result of processing to 
the first apparatus in accordance with said destination information, said second apparatus 
having a high processing capability for processing stegano data. 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The image data processing apparatus according to claim 
1 , wherein 

the-a.first apparatus comprises: 

an image data if>pyt-taking_unit which eotefs -takes image data from an image on 
a medium w ith s t e gano data e mb e dd e d ; 

a data sending unit which sends the e nt e r e d image data taken and destination 
information of the first apparatus as a destination of a result of data processing to the image 
data taken to the euteid esecond apparatus to receive the result of a data processing to the 
image data : 
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a result data-receiving unit which receives the proc e ssed result of the data4Fem 
the s e cond apparatus processing to the image data : and a rosult ' holding unit wh i ch holds the 
r e ce i v e d resu l t data; and 

a display unit which displays the received result data, and w herein 
the second apparatus comprises: 

an ima§e-data receiving unit which receives said image data and said destination 
information f rom the said f irst apparatus; a data ho l d i ng un i t wh i ch ho l ds tho roco i v e d i mag e 

an image data processing unit which effects data processing on said image data 
received t o acquire stegano data; and 

a result data sending unit which sends the acqu i r e d stegano data as result of the 
data processing to the image data to the first apparatus , and wh e r ei n: a commun i cat i on path 
a l ways or i nt e rm i tt e nt l y connects th e first apparatus and th e sooond apparatus as the destination 
using said received destination information . 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The image data processing apparatus according to claim 
1 , wherein the second apparatus further converts the acquired stegano data into a URL, for 
sending as the result data to th e first apparatus, of the data processing and wherein the fifst 
destination apparatus further sends th e URL r e co i ved from th e s e cond apparatus to an e xt e rna l 
th i rd apparatus, data for r e c ei ving anoth e r r e su l t of proc e ss i ng accessing a web server using the 
URL received as the result . 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The image data processing apparatus according to claim 
1 , wherein the first apparatus i nc l ud e s a pre - proc e ss i ng un i t wh i ch f urther executes pre- 
processing of converting the image data into binary image data, the pre-processing being part of 
image processing to be performed on the side of the second apparatus. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The image data processing apparatus according to claim 
1 , wherein 

the first apparatus splits the entefed-image data taken into a plurality of areas, to send 
some of the split image data to the second apparatus, and wherein 

the second apparatus effects image processing on the some image data received from 
the first apparatus, the second apparatus, if stegano data cannot be acquired, sequentially 



3 



Serial No. 10/609,630 

requesting the first apparatus to make a re-transfer, for image processing, of image data of the 
remaining split areas until the second apparatus acquires stegano data. 

6. (ORIGINAL) The image data processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
first apparatus compresses image data entered and held, for sending to the second apparatus, 
and wherein the second apparatus restores the compressed image data received from the first 
apparatus, for effecting image processing. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An image data processing method us i ng a first apparatus 
hav i ng a l ow proc e ssing capab il ity for proc e ssing st e gano data and a s e cond apparatus hav i ng 
0 h i gh process i ng capab ili ty for proc e ss i ng st e gano data, sa i d m e thod comprising: 

enteringrfrem an image on a medium, i mag e data with e mb e dd e d st e gano data that 
cannot b e recogniz e d visua ll y by th e first apparatus and s e nd i ng th e i mag e data to th e s e cond 
apparatus with d e st i nat i on information bv a first apparatus : 

sending the entered image data to a second apparatus with a destination information of a 
destination apparatus that receives a result of processing to the image data bv the first 
apparatus: 

effecting data processing on the image data received from the first apparatus by th e 
s e cond apparatus, to acquire an embedded stegano data that cannot be recognized visually bv 
the second apparatus :-and 

sending the acquired stogano data as a result of the data processing to the image data 
to the first apparatus d estination using said desfination information bv the second apparatus : and 

receiving and hold i ng, by the first apparatus, and displaying the received tl=>e-result data 
rec ei v e d from th e second apparatus and d i splay i ng th e r e c ei ved resu l t data bv the destination 
apparatus . 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The image data processing method according to claim 7, 
wherein the second apparatus further conv e rts t he acquired stegano data into a URL and the 
sending sends the URL convortod data as a result data-to the fifst -destination apparatus, and 
wherein the first- destination apparatus sends sa i d URL reoe i vod from th e s e cond apparatus to 
nn . nyt e ma l th i rd apparatus to roco i vo anoth e r r e su l t of proo e cG i ng thorofrom bv the destination 
apparatus . 
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9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The image data processing method according to claim 7. 
wh e r e in the first aooaratus e x e cutes further comprising executing pre-processing of converting 
the image data into binary image data, the pre-processing being part of image processing to be 
performed on the side of the second apparatus by the first apparatus . 

10. (ORIGINAL) The image data processing method according to claim 7, wherein the 
first apparatus splits the entered image data into a plurality of areas and sends some of the split 
image data to the second apparatus, and wherein 

the second apparatus effects image processing on the some image data received from 
the first apparatus, the second apparatus, if stegano data cannot be acquired, sequentially 
requesting the first apparatus to make a re-transfer, for image processing, of the remaining split 
areas of the image data until the second apparatus acquires stegano data. 

11 . (ORIGINAL) The image data processing method according to claim 7, wherein the 
first apparatus compresses the image data entered and held, for sending to the second 
apparatus, and wherein the second apparatus restores the compressed image data received 
from the first apparatus, for effecting image processing. 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus which has a low processing capability for 
processing stegano data, comprising: 

an imag e data i nput a camera unit which takes a picture and enters image data, from of 
an image on a medium , with st e gano data e mb e dd e d ; 

a data sending unit which sends the entered image data to th e outsid e a second 
apparatus w ith d e st i nat i on sender information: 

a data sending unit which sends the image data entered to the second apparatus with 
destination information of the first apparatus as a destination of a result of data processing to the 
image data taken to acouire an embedded stegano data that cannot be recognized visually: 

a result data-receiving unit which receives the st e gano data as result of the data 
processing to the image data taken f rom the outs i de;a r e su l t ho l ding un i t wh i ch ho l ds th e 
r e c ei v e d r e sult data second apparatus : and 

a display unit which displays said received result-data. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A data processing method, comprising: 
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e nter i ng t aking image data with Gtooano data e mb e dd e d a first device and storing the 

image data on a medium : 

sending the ewtefed-image data taken t o the outsido a second device : 

receiving st e gano data as resu l t data embedded in the image data as a steganographv in 

reolv to sending fr om-the outs i d e data to the second device : and 
holding the rooo i vod result data received . 

14. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method comprising: 

transmitting, from a portable electronic device, image data of an image embedded with 
stegano data to a server; and 

receiving, from the server, the embedded stegano data. 
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